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	A big issue that has been brought to everyone’s attention since the recent 2012 election is the topic of Texas wanting to withdraw from the United States of America and become its own country. There are different sides to this argument, whether it is in favor of Texas becoming an individual country because its citizens will be better off, or whether it is opposed because it will only hurt its citizens by leaving the United States. Texas’ efforts to become it’s own country has gained a lot of media attention these past few months. Being an independent country will give them freedom, but too much responsibility that they may not be able to handle. That is why I am in favor that Texas stay with the United States in order to avoid unnecessary harm it will bring to the people in this state. 
	Texas was once an independent state back in 1836 after it gained independence from Mexico. It lasted 10 years under the name Republic of Texas; they formed a government following that of the southern United States around it, and drew up a constitution also containing a Bill of Rights. The Republic of Texas was following the United States way of life without officially being apart of the country. However, even after gaining its independence, Mexico refused to see Texas’ territorial boundaries as belonging to the Texans. The territorial disputes lead to war; the outcome being Texas applying for annexation into the United States of America. After negotiations, Congress approved Texas for statehood in 1845. 
	Since 1845 Texas has been considered a United State of America, following our constitution, laws, taxes and being apart of the military service. They were welcomed into our trade negotiations with other nations and have proved to be successful with oil and other resources needed in our country these past few centuries. If Texas were to withdraw from the United States they have little to gain compared to what they would lose. Yes they would have their independence back like in 1836 but they would lose the U.S military protection, opening themselves up for more attacks from Mexico like in the past. Texas is indeed where we get most of our resources such as oil and coal so keeping that would be a positive aspect of leaving, but what would they do with the buildup without using U.S trade routes and air space? Finally, they would be able to make their own policies again, but without the use of the United State’s social security, funding, welfare, postal service and even prisons. There is so much that needs to be considered when a State makes a decision like this.	
	The U.S Military services have been around long before the constitution was even formed, however today it is now one of the biggest militaries personnel wise. They have around 2.5 million people currently either in reserve or on active-duty and uses around $550 billion dollars yearly to fund military efforts and training. The United States military has proved to be one of the best in terms of protection; if Texas were to leave the United States they would lose the support and protection of this prestigious military. Losing a substantial amount of protection like this will make Texas vulnerable for attacks from other countries for many reasons. Countries may try to take their resources, land or even wealth, all of which are important for Texas when being an independent country. I personally believe that if Texas were to leave the United States it will only have a negative effect on the citizens because they will face greater problems than what they have already.
	The next topic I want to talk about is the natural resources and trade issue Texas would face. There is no doubt that Texas is one of the biggest suppliers of oil, lumber, sulfur, biomass, water, coal and helium here in the United States. We rely on them for some of these resources as there is a helium shortage right now and oil can be pricy to get imported. If Texas were to be on their own, they would get to keep these resources but they would have an overabundance of them and eventually need imports from other nations. The United States controls trade with Canada, China and Mexico just to name a few of the bigger trade partners. Texas being an independent country would lose the trade benefits these countries have with the Untied States. They wouldn’t have any trade history on their own so other countries may feel hesitant to immediately make deals with them. Not to mention that in order to trade with countries like Canada, Texas would have to get the OK from the United States to use their air space and waterways which can easily be denied leaving Texas helpless and unable to trade and receive the needed imports to fuel their economy.
	The final point I would like to refer to is the government and it’s responsibility to uphold and create new policies in the new independent country. If Texas we’re to leave they wouldn’t just lose the trade routes, military protection and the support of our government, they would be completely on their own. Meaning no more social security, welfare, healthcare plans, insurance companies, international roads, postal service and even federal prisons. This would create chaos until a government could be set into place and a constitution drawn up. Texas would then be completely responsible for themselves; it’s the price they pay for independence and freedom. Yes, in fact they could make policies and other government establishments similar to the United States just as they did when starting the Republic of Texas, but would that be worth leaving the United States to change just a couple of things that they don’t like right now? Texas may have more funds than other states around them, but to fund a completely new government, military and create a flourishing economy for its citizens just isn’t realistic for them at this time. Too much freedom and responsibility can hinder a beginning country, and that’s something that Texas needs to consider before they make their decision to leave the United States.
	Both sides of this disagreement have positives and negatives to their completely valid points; I’m not trying to discredit anyone’s own opinion on this subject matter. However, the facts obviously are more in favor that Texas stay with the United States of America at this time because history has shown us that being an independent country would only cause more harm than Texas thinks they are in right now with the current government and the policies that are set at this time. I don’t think anyone will ever come to an agreement upon this issue because with politics and government comes many different view points of what is right and what is wrong depending on the individual. But as I said in my thesis, I am in favor that Texas stays with the United States to protect itself from what the future could bring them.
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Reflection:
	Without the things we have learned in humanities this semester I feel that writing this paper would have been more difficult. This paper wasn’t just about picking a side and stating our opinion and the facts we found. It has a deeper meaning about critical thinking. In humanities I’ve learned that you need to look at all sides of the argument, because every argument can have a counterargument containing question you may not have even thought of. In humanities you need to consider all different perspectives you may come across and why people would think like that. It can be a cultural decision; a religious decision or just a personal one decided on a person’s ethics that we talked about our very first day of class. No matter what influences your views, they become apart of you. Every stand that you take and every side that you support happens because of the critical thinking we do everyday. Others may influence you or try to persuade you to go another way but that doesn’t matter because in humanities it’s just about you. I thought this class was only going to look at literature by poets, authors and artists. I never once thought we would dive into topics like religion, death, morals, culture and our ultimate freedom. The hardest part of this assignment for me was trying my best not to get too opinionated, I tried to remember the other sides of my argument and address them. I feel that my paper shows that I looked into the past, the culture, and the other components that we have learned in this course and I applied them to writing this final piece to show what I have learned throughout this semester.
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