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	Every 2 minutes someone in the United States is sexually abused. It is an epidemic that America faces, and understanding more about it can hopefully help prevent it. Sociology uses three different perspectives to help everyone more fully fathom sexual abuse: symbolic interaction theory, functionalist theory and conflict theory. Through the symbolic theory, sexual abuse labels both the victim and the accuser but usually opposes the victim more. The functionalist theory addresses both the emotional trauma created by sexual abuse and the jobs created by the demand of counseling. Finally, conflict theory discusses the emotional trauma and feeling of worthlessness associated with being victimized by abuse. Taking different outlooks on something as atrocious as abuse is crucial in making a change in our country happen. 
	The social attitude against sexual abuse is that victims and sex offenders are usually seen in a negative aspect in society. Female victims are seen negatively because of what happened to them by the way they dress and act around people. Dawna Thomas, assistant professor of women’s and gender studies at Simmons College in Boston quoted, “How you dress and how you look has nothing to do with sexual assault. It’s a crime. It is about power and control” (Keiper). Sex offenders have only one thing to look for which is dominance and supremacy. The way women look and act is not inviting offenders, but society blames them for the rape that the victim has no control over. Hopefully society will see that the victim is not as guilty as one makes them. It is more of the accuser’s fault.
	Although sexual abuse is a terrible thing, some good does come from it. Counseling is a job that is created by stress and trauma in ones life. Counselors help relieve that burden by talking and working through their problem(s). In the article “Champion of the Innocent Psychologist” Michal Bourke PhD helps sexual offender inmates realize what they have done and has them take accountability. Bourke also works with the police on how to indentify offenders and apprehend them. There are two functions that come out of his work- he helps the offenders take responsibility and pay for the crime. As he is doing this he finds similarities and can work with law enforcement to get new offenders off the street. Counseling is a big job for those seeking help, and without crime, there would be no counseling. 
	One of the main dysfunctions of sexual abuse would be emotional trauma/distress. Victims of sexual abuse often report, “Sexual dysfunction, phobias, neuroticism, anorexia and substance abuse…affect disorders and depersonalization” (The House) as the most common long- term effects of their abuse. These effects often portray themselves in society through teenage pregnancies, prostitution, and running away from home. The victims seem to feel that their past must determine their future. Since they were abused, there is now a label placed on them. With this label, it seems that they cannot escape it, so instead they succumb to it, adding to their already low self-esteem. 
	A particular example as it relates to the sociological conflict theory is an experience a team member had with a drug addict in early recovery. In the discussion, Ryan told the interviewer, “I literally had no idea that my older brother sexually molested me when I was seven years old” (McCarty). This traumatic event became known to him in his early recovery from addiction. Thus supporting the claim by Elizabeth Saewyc, that states, “Physiological changes in the brain as a results of the traumatic stress of sexual abuse made it more likely that abused teenagers who cope by using mood-altering substances will become chemically dependant” (Saewyc). Those that are abused usually turn to other outlets to try and make themselves feel better which in turn usually makes their situation worse. 
	In conclusion, we found that there were positives and negatives to each theoretical perspective, which are: negative labels for symbolic; creates counseling jobs, emotional distress for functionalism; victims can address their issues and recover, and loss of self worth for the conflict theory. In our opinion, symbolic interactionism is the best theoretical perspective to illustrate the reasoning behind sexual abuse. We feel that if people had a different outlook on the victim and accuser, help for those that have been abused would come more quickly. Abuse will never stop, but it can be helped with the assistance of the symbolic theory.
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